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Attend City 
Council 

Meetings 
Location: Basehor 
City Hall, 1600 N 
158th Street
Dates: 2nd and 4th

Wednesday Monthly 
Time: 6:00 pm 



View 
Meetings on 

YouTube
City Council meetings 
are recorded and 
uploaded to YouTube 
the following day. 
Search “City of 
Basehor” on YouTube.



View 
Presentations 
on the City’s 

Website
Go to 
www.cityofbasehor.org
and from the menu, select 
Departments, 
Administration, Budget.



View the 
Meeting 
Agenda 
Packets

Go to 
www.cityofbasehor.org
and from the menu, select 
Government, Agenda & 
Minutes.



On the City’s 
website 

(cityofbasehor.org) 
where 

community 
members can 

sign up for email 
and/or text 

notifications. 

In the City’s e-
News, which is 

email to 
subscribers 

monthly. 

In the City’s 
Basehor 
Quarterly 

Newsletter, 
which is mailed 
to all residents 
and businesses 

in Basehor every 
quarter.

On the City’s 
social media 

pages, including 
Facebook, 

Instagram, and X. 
Like us/Follow us 
@cityofbasehor

Public Hearings 
are noticed in the 

Leavenworth 
Times and/or the 

Tonganoxie 
Mirror.



Going Above and 
Beyond the 
Requirement 
The State of Kansas requires all 
taxing authorities to make 
available certain information 
related to the operating budget 
of the organization. The 
information is minimal. 





2025 Community Survey 
Results 

• Completed in early 2025 with a 95% level of confidence. 
• Residents have a very positive perception of the City.
• 87% very satisfied or satisfied with the overall quality of life in Basehor 

(increase of 5% from 2019). 
• Satisfaction with City services is much higher in Basehor than other 

communities, both regionally and nationally. 



What’s Next? 
The survey included questions about not only how 
is Basehor doing today, but what would residents 

like to see in the future. 



Most Important Capital 
Projects to our Residents

Streets
(Reconstruction 

of Existing)



Most Important Capital 
Projects to our Residents

New 
Sidewalks 

& Trails



Most Important Capital 
Projects to our Residents

Parks
(Upgrading 

Existing 
Equipment & 

Facilities)



What Words Describe 
Basehor Best? 



9 May 2025

Governing Body 
Retreat

11 June 2025

Presentation to Governing 
Body

25 June 2025

Intent to Exceed Revenue 
Neutral Rate Presentation

9 July 2025

Presentation to Governing 
Body

23 July 2025

Presentation to Governing 
Body

13 Aug. 2025

Presentation to Governing 
Body (Release Draft Line-

Item Budget)

27 Aug. 2025

Budget Public Hearings 
(2)



Basehor is…
advancing trails and parks 

projects.

Basehor is… 
a place where we take pride in 
our community and its safety. 

Basehor is… 
improving, modernizing, 
and maintaining roads.

Basehor is…
proposing no property tax 
rate increase. 

Basehor is… 
a desirable place to live, 

work and grow a business. 

Basehor is… 
continuing to promote 

fiscal  transparency 
and stewardship. 

The City of 
Basehor’s

2026 
Budget 

Priorities

Priorities working together 
to maintain Basehor as a 

community of choice.



Ta
x Te

rm
in

o
lo

g
y

Ad 
Valorem 

Tax 

= 
Property 

Tax 

Mill Rate  

= 

Property 
Tax Rate

1 mill 
generates 
$149,865 
of City tax 
levy, given 
$149.8 M 
assessed 

value

Tax Levy = 
Revenue 

generated 
by 

applying 
mill rate to 
assessed 

value



City of Basehor 
Fund Structure

Governmental 
Activity Funds

These funds are 
primarily funded by 

property tax. 

General

Employee Benefit

Parks & 
Recreation

Bond & Interest

Capital Project 
and Equip Funds

These funds are 
primarily funded by 

sales tax. 

Capital 
Improvement

Consolidated 
Highway

Special Alcohol

Municipal Maint. 
and Equip. Fund 

(MMERF)

Enterprise Funds
These funds are 

primarily funded by 
utility charges. 

Wastewater

Solid Waste

Fiduciary Funds
These funds are held 

by the City but not 
controlled by the City. 

Cedar Lake

Glenwood Sewer

Special Funds
These funds have 

specific restrictions of 
revenues and 
expenditures. 

Basehor Town 
Center TIF

Mayor’s Charity

Assistance 
Programs



Where do my Property Taxes go? 
Mill Rates by 

Jurisdiction - 2025
1%1.5State of Kansas

26%37.561Leavenworth County

23%33.928City of Basehor

5%7.417
Fairmount Township 

Fire

41%59.614
USD 458 School 

District

4%5.812
Basehor Community 

Library

145.832Total:

County $0.26 City $0.23 School District  $0.41

State 
$0.01

Fire 
$0.05

Library
$0.04

For every $1 of property taxes paid, 
$0.23 comes to the City of Basehor for 

City services. 



How are property taxes calculated on a 
house?

The Leavenworth County 
Appraiser’s Office assigns an 
appraised value to all homes 

in Basehor. 

Appraised 
Value X

Assessment 
Percentage =

Assessed 
Value

Assessed 
Value X Mill Rate ÷ 1,000 =

City Portion of Tax Bill

The Mill Rate is the only portion of the tax calculation equation that the City controls. 



How are property taxes calculated on a 
house?

The Leavenworth County 
Appraiser’s Office assigns an 
appraised value to all homes 

in Basehor. 

$405,000 X 11.5% = $46,575

$46,575 X 33.928 ÷ 1,000 =

$1,580

The Mill Rate is the only portion of the tax calculation equation that the City controls. 



$93,229,481 

$111,141,399 

$130,165,285 

$139,591,550 

$149,865,488 
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History of Property Valuations in Basehor

2026 Value is $149.8 
million. 

Increase of 7.36% from 
2025.

48% of the increase is 
from new construction. 

52% of this increase is 
from appreciation of 
existing properties. 
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History of Mill Rate in Basehor
No increase in 
property tax rate. 
Residents and 
businesses may 
have paid more in 
taxes if property 
value increased.
City of Basehor 
Governing Body 
supports capping 
property valuations 
for the purpose of 
providing property 
tax relief to 
residents. 



Analysis of City Classes 
and Mill Rates 
• There are three classes of cities in Kansas: First 

Class (26), Second Class (96), and Third Class 
(504). Basehor is a City of the Third Class.

• Basehor’s mill rate in the previous budget was 
33.928 and the 2026 proposed mill rate is 
33.928.

• The average city mill rate (property tax rate) of 
Third Class cities is 46.926 mills. 

• The average city mill rate (property tax rate) of 
Second Class cities is 50.647 mills. 

• The average city mill rate (property tax rate) of 
First Class cities is 36.960 mills. 

• When ranked from the highest mill rate to the 
lowest mill rate, Basehor is 320 out of 504. 



Analysis of Cities with a 
Similar Population 
(7,000-9,000) 

• Regardless of class, there are 9 cities in 
Kansas that have a population of between 
7,000 – 9,000. 

• The average city mill rate (property tax 
rate) of those cities is 40.652 mills. 

• Basehor’s mill rate in the previous budget 
was 33.928 mills and the 2026 proposed 
mill rate is 33.928 mills. 

• When ranked from the highest mill rate to 
the lowest mill rate, Basehor is 8 out of 9.



No increase in tax rate but property values increased… 
what does that mean for Basehor property owners? 

On average, the City portion of the taxes will increase… 

an estimated $3 per month 
for residential properties

an estimated $34 per month 
for commercial properties



Emphasis 
Points for the 
2026 Budget 

Paving for Progress Plan for 2026-2035

Remain competitive for recruitment and 
retention of City staff 

Prioritize maintenance of the public’s 
investment into City facilities, trails and parks

Transition the City’s fleet to a lease-equity 
program

Flat mill rate and continue to support 4% cap 
on property valuations



Paving for 
Progress Plan –
2026-2035

• Current annual funding of $600,000. 
• Roadway improvements are funded by sales tax dollars. 
• Proposed 0.5% special sales tax would more than double that funding 

on average for 10 years – representing $1.35 million investment into the 
City’s existing streets every year for 10 years. 

• Map will be released August 1. This map will include the Paving for 
Progress Plan for 2026-2035 both with and without the sales tax 
measure. 



Sales Tax Vs 
Property Tax 
• The proposed 0.5% sales tax for improvements to the 

City’s existing roads would generate about $700,000 
annually. 

• If the proposed 0.5% special sales tax were to pass, 
that would mean a $100 purchase within City limits 
that is subject to sales tax would increase by $0.50.

• To generate that same amount of revenue through 
property tax, the City would have to raise its mill rate 
by 4.6 mills.

• For the average homeowner, that would mean the 
City’s portion of the tax bill would increase $215 
annually.  

• According to the Tax Foundation, the State of Kansas 
collects $1480 in sales tax collections per capita. This 
figure represents the average amount of sales tax 
paid by a resident of Kansas. 

• If this sales tax measure would pass, that means on 
average, a resident would pay about $74 more in 
sales tax annually, as opposed to $215 more in 
property taxes annually. 



Remaining 
Competitive 
for the  
Recruitment 
and 
Retention of 
City Staff 

The proposed 2026 budget includes a cost-of-living 
adjustment of 2.4% and a merit allocation of up to 4.4%, 
depending on performance. 

These numbers were provided by the firm who 
completed the City’s compensation and benefits study 
in 2024. After completing extensive research, these are 
the recommended numbers to remain competitive.

The proposed 2026 budget includes the City’s 
contribution to nonsworn employees’ 401(a) retirement 
account by 1%. As a reminder, the City contributes 25% 
for sworn officers and 14% for nonsworn. 

Thanks to Bukaty, the City’s increase to health benefits 
for 2026 is 23% instead of the staggering renewal rate of 
76% provided by the City’s previous provider. 



2026 Budget Next Steps 

Return to the Governing Body on July 
9 to discuss staff’s recommendations 
on the remaining budget emphasis 
points for the 2026 proposed budget. 

1
Return to the Governing Body on July 
23 to discuss the importance of 
Economic Development. During this 
meeting, staff will take a deep dive 
into the City’s sales tax performance, 
as well as the City’s tax base.  

2



32


